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Introduction 5

James Temple-Smithson
Head of Office 
European Parliament Liaison Office 
in Ireland 

This report sets out the main activities of the 
European Parliament Liaison Office in Ireland 
during 2020. 

This year was marked by the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Many of our planned 
activities had to be rescheduled and transformed 
into a digital format. Our team showed resilience 
to this ‘new normal’. We discovered some great 
and innovative ways to reach a wider audience 
and developed new opportunities to connect 
people all over the country to debate and discuss 
key issues at the heart of the European Union. 
We even went a step further and added a cross-
border dimension to some events, engaging 
people from all over the EU and promoting 
cooperation between citizens.

The year was also marked by an unusually high 
number of new MEPs for a non-election year: 
Barry Andrews and Deirdre Clune took up their 
seats following the UK departure from the EU 
at the end of January; Chris MacManus took the 
place of Matt Carthy when he was elected to 
the Dáil at the General Election in February; and 
Colm Markey replaced Mairead McGuinness who 
became a European Commissioner in October.

Our office maintained excellent relations with key 
stakeholders and actively sought opportunities 
to strengthen these even further. As ever, we 
enjoyed strong collaboration with the European 
Commission Representation in Ireland and the 
network of Europe Direct Centres, as well as a 
range of other partners, too numerous to list here, 
but detailed in the report.

We developed a new role as a venue for a 
“Remote Plenary”. MEPs spoke in plenary debates 
from Europe House during the final months of 
the year, which presented formidable technical 
challenges, but was executed very successfully.

I am very proud of the work the office has done 
throughout 2020 despite it being a challenging 
year. We were sad to bid farewell to Harry 
O’Connor who retired at the end of 2019 after 
many years of service to both the Commission 
and Parliament.  We were pleased to welcome 
Nathalie De Hertog in his place, and Thomas 
Kramer who joined us as a social media manager 
in April.  Through the year we were supported 
by some excellent trainees: Emily Kearney, Jenna 
Clarke-Molloy, Benita Hickson and Michael Kealy, 
as well as Jack Follis and Elizabeth Hearst who will 
be with us for a few more weeks into 2021.

Most of all, I would like to thank the Irish MEPs for 
working with us on so many of our initiatives and 
helping us engage new and existing audiences.

Introduction
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Members of the European 
Parliament for Ireland

Barry Andrews
Fianna Fáil

Renew Europe Group

Chris MacManus 
Sinn Féin

Group of the European United Left–Nordic 
Green Left

Deirdre Clune
Fine Gael 

Group of the European People’s Party

Ciarán Cuffe
Green Party

Group of the Greens/European Free 
Alliance

Frances Fitzgerald
Fine Gael 

Group of the European People’s Party

Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan 
Independent 

Group of the European United Left–Nordic 
Green Left

Billy Kelleher
Fianna Fáil

Renew Europe Group

Seán Kelly 
Fine Gael 

Group of the European People’s Party

Colm Markey 
Fine Gael 

Group of the European People’s Party 

Grace O’Sullivan
Green Party

Group of the Greens/European Free 
Alliance

Mick Wallace 
Independents for change

Group of the European United Left–Nordic 
Green Left 

Maria Walsh
Fine Gael 

Group of the European People’s Party 

9th Parliamentary term - 2019 – 2024 (at 31 December 2020)

Clare Daly
Independents for change

Group of the European United Left–Nordic 
Green Left 
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Remote Plenary Sessions

Against the background of the COVID-19 
pandemic in the autumn of 2020, the Conference 
of Presidents decided to provide the possibility 
for Members to intervene remotely in plenary 
sessions from the EPLOs. 

This was a historic decision and the first ever-
remote plenary session took place on 19 October 
2020. Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan MEP was the first 
MEP to intervene in a plenary session from 
Europe House. By the end of December, a total of 
8 MEPs had contributed to debates in this way, 
most of them doing so multiple times. 

Maria Walsh (left), Seàn Kelly 
(middle) and Frances Fitzgerald 
(right)
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Luke  ‘Ming’  Flanagan

Billy Kelleher

Ciarán Cuffe



Barry Andrews
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Grace O’Sullivan



Activities detailed in this section were primarily targeted  
at individual citizens and stakeholders in Ireland. 

17 January 2020 
The EPLO hosted a seminar on the European 
Investment Bank (EIB) annual report launch 
called Funding in the New Decade, chaired 
by Frances Fitzgerald MEP, and with keynote 
speaker Andrew McDowell, Vice-President of 
the EIB. The seminar aimed to inform attendees 
on the EIB funding opportunities for projects 
in Ireland tackling the climate crisis, enhancing 
skills and innovation and promoting small 
business and developing infrastructure.

19 February 2020 
The EPLO arranged for a visit of Irish stakeholders 
to the European Parliament in Brussels. During 
their visit, the members of The Wheel were 
addressed by MEPs Mairead McGuinness, Clare 

Daly, Seán Kelly, Grace O’Sullivan, Frances 
Fitzgerald, Maria Walsh, Deirdre Clune, Barry 
Andrews and Billy Kelleher. They also visited 
the Parlamentarium, the Irish Permanent 
Representation and the European Commission.

24 February 2020 
An MEP policy roundtable for members 
of Dóchas, the Irish Association of Non-
Governmental Development Organisations, was 
organised at Europe House. Important topics, 
such as the EU’s role in global development and 
the impact of the MFF negotiations on key policy 
areas like conflict and migration, were discussed. 
Dóchas members presented key policy asks, 
followed by responses from MEPs Maria Walsh, 
Mairead McGuinness, Barry Andrews and 
Frances Fitzgerald.

6 March 2020 
The EPLO organised an event entitled EU 
Trade Amidst Global Uncertainty in the 
Royal Irish Academy in Dublin, chaired by 
Frances Fitzgerald MEP. Phil Hogan, EU Trade 
Commissioner, gave the keynote speech and 
addressed issues, such as transatlantic relations, 
COVID-19 and the future trade relationship with 
United Kingdom. 

Trade Event. 6 March 2020 

Funding in the New Decade,  
chaired by Frances Fitzgerald, 
17 January 2020

Outreach Activities10
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The Wheel Visit, 19 February 2020
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60 representatives from the media, Ireland’s 
diverse business community and civil society 
attended the event, who shared their feedback 
after the event: 

“The event was excellent and something that was 
well worth the effort to arrange and such events 
are so important at this time. I look forward to the 
next event and please add me to you mailing list.” 
Hubert Crehan, Partner at KPMG

“Very positive feedback from me. In spite of the 
trying circumstances it was a great alternative 
venue you found which worked really well.” 
Ian Talbot, CEO of Chambers Ireland

9 May 2020 
To honour this year’s Europe Day, several online 
events were organised despite our virtual 
existence:

• The EPLO, in cooperation with the European 
Commission Representation in Ireland 
and Galway Film Centre, launched a call for 
filmmakers to take part in a competition to 
create a short video on Ireland in the EU and 70 
years of European solidarity. 

• Virtual Europe Day: We helped promote to 
Irish audiences online Europe Day activities 
organised in Brussels and Strasbourg. 

• EDIC Waterford organised a ‘Virtual Europe 
Day’ this year and the EPLO contributed with 
two videos on the work of the EU/EP in time of 
crisis by the Head of Office and Head of Media. 

• Further to our Virtual Europe Day, the EPLO 
participated with the Air Handshake for the 
Blue Star Programme. 

• Finally, the EPLO arranged for an online launch 
of video messages from MEPs to mark Europe 
Day.

Europe day schedule, 6-9 May 2020  
 

 

12 June 2020 
Together with the Institute for International 
and European Affairs (IIEA), the EPLO co-hosted 
a policy discussion on the European Parliament’s 
role during the COVID-19 Pandemic and 
looked at its response to the social, economic 
and political impact of COVID-19. The keynote 
speaker was Mairead McGuinness. The webinar 
took place via the Zoom platform and hosted 
170 attendees. 

3 July 2020 
The EPLO, in partnership with TheJournal.ie, 
organised an event addressing the spread of 
disinformation in Ireland. Christine Bohan 
of TheJournal.ie, Nicola Aitken of FullFact, 
Per Enerud of the European External Action 
Service and Billy Kelleher MEP examined how 
COVID-19 brought misinformation to Ireland 
for the first time on such a large scale. The 
webinar, chaired by Sinéad O’Carroll, editor of 
thejournal.ie, discussed the biggest false news 
stories and whether such disinformation is here 
to stay. Over 100 people joined the debate.

MEP video messages, 9 May 2020

Air Handshake EPLO, 9 May 2020

IIEA event with Mairead McGuinness, 
12 June 2020



24 July 2020 
In partnership with the IIEA, the EPLO hosted a 
webinar updating the public and stakeholders 
on the European Parliament’s perspective on the 
state of play in the EU-UK negotiations with 
key speaker David McAllister MEP, Chair of the 
European Parliament’s Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 235 attendees joined the webinar.  

10 September 2020 
In the run up to the State of the European 
Union debate, the EPLO, together with the 
European Commission Representation and 
European Movement Ireland, arranged an 
interactive breakfast webinar with multiple 
stakeholders and MEPs Barry Andrews 

and Seán Kelly. Over 1 million people were 
represented by the stakeholders present at the 
event including farmers, the community and 
voluntary sector, youth, trade unions and the 
environmental sector. An engaging discussion 
was held with 157 participants, including members 
of the public, civil servants and stakeholders. The 
discussion was also followed by more than 500 
people via the Facebook live stream. 

16 September 2020 
Marking this year’s State of the Union address 
by the European Commission President before 
the European Parliament, the EPLO hosted 
together with the European Commission 
Representation in Ireland and the IIEA a live-
streaming of the speech, and a panel discussion 
assessed the key themes touched upon before 
and after the speech itself. The panel members 
were Senator Regina Doherty, Leader of 
Seanad Eireann, David O’Sullivan, Chair of the 
Governing Board of the European Policy Centre, 
and Dr. Mary C. Murphy, Jean Monnet Chair in 
European Integration and Lecturer in Politics at 
UCC. The discussion was moderated by Martina 
Fitzgerald, journalist and author. Around 
170 people tuned in for the livestream and 
discussion. Additionally, over 100 000 people 
watched President von der Leyen’s speech in the 
European Parliament on RTE News Now and on 
Oireachtas TV. A notable piece of coverage was 
also published in the Irish Independent.
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TheJournal event on desinformation, 
3 July 2020

IIEA event with David McAllister, 
24 July 2020

SOTEU, 16 September 2020

Interactive breakfast webinar,  
10 september 2020



2 October 2020 
Together with the National Women’s Council 
Ireland, we hosted a webinar on Women in 
Politics and Online Abuse with Maria Walsh 
MEP, Gina Miller, Businesswoman and 
Transparency Campaigner, Tom Felle, Head of 
Journalism and Communication at NUIG, Colm 
O’Gorman, ED Amnesty International Ireland, 
and Hazel Chu, Lord Mayor of Dublin. Over 
400 people registered to attend the webinar, 
of whom 210 tuned in via Zoom. During and 
after the event on Friday #Stoponlineabuse 
was the top trend on Twitter (slightly ironically) 
and there were 898 views on Facebook with 
90 engagements. According to our media 
monitoring, the event, and more importantly the 

substance of it, was discussed on RTE Drivetime 
as well as on Newstalk, Today FM, Galway Bay 
FM, Highland Radio and Limerick Live95, and 
featured in articles in the Irish Times, Indo, 
Examiner and the Sun. The audience welcomed 
the discussion on this topic:

“Thank you for organising it. I was horrified at the 
level of abuse, I will be sharing the information to 
create awareness.”

“Thank you for this email.  I found the webinar 
excellent, although also disturbing. There’s a real 
need to keep talking and educating us about this 
and other important topics.” 

 
Cross-border activities 

26 June 2020 
In partnership with our colleagues at the EPLO 
in London, a webinar on Brexit and its impact 
on the island of Ireland was held with a focus 
on the importance of parliamentary scrutiny. 
Moderated by Dr. Katy Hayward of Queens 
University Belfast, the discussion consisted 
of contributions from Mairead McGuinness 
MEP; Charles Hay, the Earl of Kinnoull, Chair 
of the EU Select Committee, House of Lords; 
and Naomi Long MLA, Leader of the Alliance 
Party, Northern Ireland Justice Minister, Northern 
Ireland Assembly. Opening and closing remarks 
were made by Susanne Oberhauser, Head of 
Office at EPLO London, and James Temple-
Smithson, Head of Office at EPLO Dublin, 
respectively. There were 226 attendees. 
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Women and online abuse,                                       
2 October 2020

EPLO Brexit Event, 26 June 2020



30 June 2020 
Together with European Movement Ireland, 
the EPLO held an online event on the cross-
border energy project between France and 
Ireland called the ‘Celtic Interconnector’. The 
webinar featured contributions and discussion 
from Seán Kelly MEP; Ambassador of France to 
Ireland, Stéphane Crouzat; Marie Donnelly, 
Chair of Renewable Energy Ireland and Mark 
Foley, CEO of EirGrid. The discussion was 
moderated by journalist Flor Mac Carthy. The 
discussion focused on the importance of the 
interconnectivity of energy networks and the 
transition to renewable sources of energy. More 
than 200 attendees followed the webinar via 
Zoom, and more than 1000 people watched 
the webinar live via the Facebook Live, which 
was live-streamed by the EPLO Dublin, EPLO 
Paris, and European Movement Ireland.  

23 October 2020 
Against the background of Eurofound’s new 
report Living, working and COVID-19, our office 
organised a joint webinar with Eurofound, 
SpunOut.ie and the EPLO in Stockholm on the 
impact of COVID-19 on young people. 

 
A strong and very engaging panel including 
Maria Walsh, MEP, Evin Incir, MEP, Massimo 
Massimiliano Head of Social Policies at 
Eurofound, and Ian Power, CEO SpunOut.
ie discussed the economic and social effect 
of COVID-19 on young people, including the 
impact of youth unemployment and mental 
health. Jennifer O’Connell, feature writer 
and opinion columnist with the Irish Times, 
moderated the debate and held an engaging 
discussion with the audience via the LIVE chat. 
We had 414 registrants to the event, of whom 
241 attendees signed in on the day from all 
over Europe. The discussion was very much 
welcomed by the audience: 

“Thanks so much for this webinar. Very informative 
and lots of interesting research.”

“Thank you for a thought provoking and positive 
conversation. Well done Everyone!”

“Million thanks for this webinar, it was one of the 
most interesting conversations in the past few 
months. I hope there will be more similar organized.”

EMI event Celtic Interconnector,  
30 June 2020
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Webinar on Youth and COVID-19,  
23 October 2020



30 November 2020 
The EPLO organised another successful cross-
border online event, together with the German 
Embassy in Ireland and European Movement 
Ireland, on Ireland’s transition to a green 
economy. The German Ambassador, H.E. Deike 
Potzel, provided an introduction prior to the 
discussion and outlined the German Presidency’s 
priorities with regard to climate work. The 
discussion examined the investment and job 
opportunities a green economy can bring to 
Ireland and Europe with the following panel: 
Grace O’Sullivan MEP, Richard Bruton TD, 
Michael Schrodi, Member of the Bundestag, 
Prof. John Fitzgerald, Chair of the Irish 
Government’s Climate Change Advisory Council, 
and chaired by Ella McSweeney, journalist. 
The panel highlighted the need for planning, 
to remain ambitious to reach the 2050 climate 
neutrality target for the EU, and the importance 
of digitalisation in the transition.  
The discussion generated great interest from 
the public with 360 people watching the live 
stream and the recording event via YouTube. 

3 December 2020 
Jointly hosted with Eurofound, the EPLO held a 
cross-border event on the topic of Care and the 
development of a European Care Strategy, 
entitled ‘Putting Care at the heart of Europe’.  

It looked at Care from a gender perspective and 
discussed what shape a European Care Strategy 
should take, and how the panellists see this to 
be implemented. The event was moderated 
by Frances Fitzgerald MEP. We were joined 
by a distinguished panel of speakers: Dennis 
Radtke MEP; Hans Dubois, Research Manager 
at Eurofound; Mary Butler TD, Minister of 
State with responsibility for mental health and 
older people; John Dunne, CEO of Family 
Carers Ireland; Sandra McCullagh, NWCI; 
and Stecy Yghemonos, Executive Director 
at Eurocarers. The webinar generated a wide 
interest from the public with 166 attendees, 
majority of which were stakeholders from 
the care sector. The audience was extremely 
engaged and raised many questions for the 
panel; in total, we received 99 messages from 
the audience with questions and statements on 
Care, demonstrating the importance of the topic 
at this time. Also noteworthy here is that the 
Irish EPP Group MEPs nominated Family Carers 
Ireland for the European Citizen’s Prize in 2020 
to highlight and pay tribute to the vital role of 
carers in society. 

Webinar on care, 3 December 2020
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Green Future event, 30 November 2020



10 December 2020 
In collaboration with The Wheel and the 
European Commission Representation 
in Ireland, our office hosted the final online 
event for 2020 on the EU’s role in Education 
and Exchange. This unique event brought 
together MEPs, key representatives of European 
programmes at EU and national level, and 
young people to discuss the opportunities and 
supports available through the ERASMUS+ 
programme. We were joined by Deirdre Clune 
MEP; Giorgio Guazzugli Marini, Deputy Head 
of the Erasmus+ unit in DG Education and 
Culture; Gerry O’Sullivan, Head of International 
Education at the Higher Education Authority; 
Deirdre Finlay, Programme Manager at Leargas; 
Niamh Lynch, student and vice-president of 
Erasmus Student Network Ireland; and Emma 
Murtagh, European Programmes Manager at 
The Wheel, who moderated the discussion. 
Over 100 students, youth organisations and 
local government officials joined our webinar, 

and even some of our EPAS schools joined 
the discussion. The event was very useful 
in the sense that it provided very practical 
information on the opportunities and benefits 
offered by ERASMUS+, and the panel examined 
key priorities for the future of the exchange 
programmes, including digital transformation 
and focusing on sustainability.

EU’s role: Education and Exchange, 
10 December 2020
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Regular newsletter

This year, our office has also re-introduced our 
regular newsletter, which is sent out after 
each plenary session to our mailing list. The 
newsletter includes a summary of key topics 
discussed during each month’s plenary session 
and is tweaked to what is of interest to our 
audience in Ireland. It also informs on our office’s 
upcoming and past activities, and invites people 
to join. The newsletter is sent out to our mailing 
list, which comprises of around 1670 contacts 
and has an open rate of around 25%.

Newsletter, 3 December 2020
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International Women’s Day (IWD)

A social media campaign was launched to mark 
this year’s IWD, where MEPs were invited to 
contribute to the campaign by making a 1-2 
minute video to be shared and promoted on our 
social media, on our website with a press release 
and on our Youtube channel around Sunday 
8 March, 2020. The European Parliament 
Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender 
Equality chose the 25th Anniversary of 
the Beijing Declaration and Platform for 
Action as its main theme for IWD 2020, 
and a subtheme was suggested of ‘Women 
leadership in the fight for climate justice’ to 
the MEPs. 

Videos by Barry Andrews, Deirdre Clune, Clare 
Daly, Frances Fitzgerald, Seán Kelly, Grace 
O’Sullivan and Maria Walsh were promoted 
through our campaign. A wide variety of topics 
were discussed in the videos ranging from the 
achievements and challenges in gender equality 
by Grace O’Sullivan and Maria Walsh, the hard 
work ahead and need for more action by Clare 
Daly and Seán Kelly, the vulnerability of women 
and girls during humanitarian crises by Barry 
Andrews, to a call for more women in STEM 
careers by Deirdre Clune. 

Despite the overwhelming media attention 
that went to the COVID-19 crisis over the week 
running up to IWD 2020 and after, the reach on 
Twitter and Facebook was large, according to the 
next page statistics.

Disclaimer: Maria Walsh and Frances Fitzgerald 
were both shared from their own accounts rather 
than published by us.

IWD MEPs video messages: Barry 
Andrews, Deirdre Clune, Grace 
O’Sullivan and Seán Kelly.
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IWD MEPs video messages: Clare Daly



Twitter
Impressions: 13 711
Media Views: 394
Engagements: 292

Facebook
Reach: 2 320
3-sec views: 685
Engagement: 18

Charlemagne Youth Prize

Since 2008, the European Parliament together 
with the ‘Foundation of the International 
Charlemagne Prize of Aachen’ have each year 
been inviting young people from all EU Member 
States to submit projects run by and for young 
people who show an active participation in the 
development of Europe. The award ceremony 
was due to be held on 19 of May 2020 in 
Aachen, Germany, but due to COVID-19 has 
been postponed to 2021. 

The jury this year was composed of MEPs Maria 
Walsh and Grace O’Sullivan, as well as Ian 
Power, CEO of SpunOut.ie, Ireland’s youth 
information website. A record ten entries were 
received by the deadline in February, mainly due 
to an energetic promotion campaign conducted 
by the EPLO and its partners. 

The winner was the European Youth 
Parliament Ireland. Their project called 
‘Engaging Youth in Politics’ lies at the heart 
of their mission in Ireland, which is to develop 
an interest in European issues amongst young 
people in Ireland. They seek to empower youth 
in Ireland to think critically and come up with 
innovate solutions to global problems with 
cooperation and respect at its core. 

Europeans Against COVID-19

At the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, there was 
a strong need for clear and factual information 
on the role the European institutions were 
playing during the pandemic. Seeing a huge 
wave of disinformation, the EPLO contributed 
through the #EuropeansAgainstCovid19 
campaign by providing correct information on 
the EU’s role in the pandemic, and highlighting 
the existing and continuous cooperation 
between EU Member States. 

Our office did so through working together 
with our key partners and to engage them in 
our campaign. Additionally, our office actively 
reached out to some key players in Ireland 
that demonstrated this continued European 
cooperation and asked them to share their 
testimonials: 
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Charlemagne Youth Prize 2020 
Winner European Youth Parliament



• Luke O’Neill from Trinity College Dublin, 
emphasised the importance of cross-border 
cooperation amongst researchers during these 
times of crisis.

• Hibergene Diagnostics, an Irish company, 
which received EU funding to help develop a 
rapid diagnostic test for COVID-19. 

• Susi Geiger from UCD, an ERC grant holder, 
underlines the importance of collaboration 
amongst EU Member States to ensure vaccines 
are affordable to all. 

Furthermore, our office implemented an 
impressive media campaign to spread awareness 
against the threat of misinformation in the 
country, which you can read more about under 
the media chapter. This campaign took over 
the campaign we had been in the process of 
launching to advance the EP’s priorities on the 
Multi-Annual budget. 

Campaigns20

Europeans Against Covid19: 
Testimonial from Susi Geiger

Europeans Against Covid19: 
Testimonial from Hibergen 
Diagnostics

Europeans Against Covid19: 
Testimonial from Luke O’Neill



European Citizen’s Prize

Every year, the European Parliament awards the 
European Citizen’s Prize to individual or group 
projects, which advance European integration 
and strengthen of the European spirit. This year 
the jury was composed of MEPs Billy Kelleher, 
Ciarán Cuffe and Chris MacManus; Deirdre 
Finlay of The Wheel (representing civil society 
in Ireland); and Jean-Marie Cullen of National 
Youth Council Ireland (representing youth 
organisations). 

This year’s shortlisted candidates are: Family 
Carers Ireland, Irish Girl Guides, Smashing Times 

International Centre for the Arts and Equality, 
Ecoadvocacy by Kieran Cummins, and Donal 
O’Shea. 

Lux Audience Award

Due to the pandemic and the new format of the 
Lux Audience Award, our regular cooperation 
with the Cork Film Festival could not happen 
in 2020. Nonetheless, the 33rd European Film 
Awards took place as a virtual ceremony from 
the European Film Academy’s seat, Berlin, on 12 
December 2020. Until April, the three nominated 
films - Another Round by Thomas Vinterberg, 
Corpus Christi by Jan Komasa, and Collective by 
Alexander Nanau - subtitled in the 24 official EU 
languages will then be screened across Europe. 
The public will have the chance to cast their 
votes and rank the nominated films by giving 
them 1 to 5 stars. The audience and the MEPs 
each have 50% of the vote. On April 28 2021 the 

winner will be announced in the LUX Audience 
Award Ceremony during the plenary sitting 
of the European Parliament. Our activities to 
promote the Award and its new format will take 
place in 2021. 

Sakharov Prize

October-November 2020 Student debates
Despite the continuance of our virtual reality, 
the EPLO continued to hold virtual Sakharov 
debates with five different universities across 
the country. These debates help to engage with 
the students on these issues and to promote 
the role of the European Parliament with regard 
to upholding human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. The students are invited to research 
the shortlisted candidates for the Sakharov 
Prize and then present a case to their peers as 
to why that candidate deserves the Prize. This is 
followed by a vote. A member of the EPLO staff 
attends to moderate the session and provides 
a briefing on the Sakharov Prize itself. In 2020, 
these virtual debates took place with NUI 
Galway (October), University of Limerick (20 
October), Maynooth University (22 October), 
University College Dublin (29 October), and 
University College Cork (17 November). 
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Sakharov Prize - October November 
2020: Student Debates 



28 June 2020 
To mark Dublin Pride 2020, the EPLO and the 
European Commission Representation in Ireland 
were very happy to join forces and take part in 
the Digital Dublin Pride Parade on 28 June 2020. 
A short video was submitted to the organisers of 
the Dublin Pride and was added to a sequence 
of videos from the diplomatic community in 
Ireland. The Parade took place virtually this year 
in light of the pandemic, which allowed us to 
continue to support the LGBTQ+ community 
and the work of Dublin Pride. It presented an 
opportunity to reaffirm the EU’s commitment to 
continue to work towards and promote respect 
and non-discrimination against LGBTQ+ persons.

Dublin Pride 2020
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26 September 2020 
To celebrate this year’s European Day of 
Languages, the EPLO created a video on 
‘how multilingual Europe House is’ in 
Dublin. The video featured colleagues from 
both the EPLO and the European Commission 
Representation, and was used to promote the 
central event organised by DG TRAD colleagues 
on multilingualism.  

9 October 2020 
An information session on the EU institutions 
and EU law was provided for new members 
and staff of the Oireachtas. This involved a 
presentation by the Head of Office followed  
by a Q&A sessions with the members. 

20 November 2020 
Our office’s Public Relations Officer participated 
in a virtual visit to Europe House for Trinity 
Access Programme students organised by the 
Goethe Institut, and gave an overview on the 
European Parliament’s role and functions, and the 
importance of multilingualism in the institution. 
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European Day of Languages 2020

EU information session Oireachtas
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This year, the European Parliament has 
announced the award of €505,683 in grants 
to civil society and media organisations in 
Ireland. The grants are awarded to projects 
that will underpin civic engagement and 
European parliamentary democracy. This is a 
record allocation for Ireland and reflects the 
high quality of projects submitted. They aim to 
help people understand how decisions taken 
by the European Parliament impact on the lives 
of citizens in Ireland and how active citizenship, 
good journalism and a strong civil society are 
vital to the health of a democracy.

European Movement Ireland; TheJournal.ie; The 
Wheel and Galway 2020 were all awarded grants 
by the European Parliament via a competitive 
process, for specific projects. This is the highest 
number and total amount of grants the 
European Parliament has awarded in Ireland in 
one cycle, which reflects the high quality of the 
Irish applications we received.

European Movement Ireland was awarded 
€56,688 for a project entitled NasCSO. 
This project will promote and foster an 
understanding among civil society organisations 
of the direct impacts the EU and the European 
Parliament can have on their work and connect 
them to the European Parliament by supporting 
the identification and development of new 
channels of engagement between CSOs in 
Ireland and the Parliament through a series of 
webinars and seminars.

The Wheel, the national association of charities 
and community and voluntary organisations, 
was awarded €49,995 for a project entitled 
EU Engage. The aim of this project is to raise 
public awareness of the impact of key EU 
policies on civil society and active citizenship. 
The EU Engage project will include a dedicated 

information website, podcasts featuring 
interviews with MEPs and a special online 
event on how civil society can develop through 
engagement with the EU.

Journal Media was awarded €350,000. 
TheJournal.ie’s project will create a space for Irish 
news consumers to learn more about topics 
which impact their lives, understand where 
to seek facts and trustworthy news out and 
become equipped to pass on the information 
and those skills to others in their networks.

Galway 2020 received a grant for youth 
engagement in particular that will allow the 
organisation to collaborate with the European 
Parliament to organise next year’s the EYE on the 
Edge. This event will bring discussion on various 
topics debated on the continent closer to home 
in Ireland, and will allow for the centre and the 
edge of Europe to work together on shared goals 
and challenges. It will take place in March or 
April 2021. 

The EPLO is looking forward to supporting 
these organisations throughout the duration 
of their respective projects and to continuing 
collaborating with them. 

EP grant programme  
for information activities
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This year has been extraordinary in so many 
ways. In 2019 the Dublin EPLO invited 109 
journalists to Brussels and Strasbourg to attend 
media seminars, plenary sessions and award 
ceremonies. This year, however, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, many of these activities 

were forced to go online. Despite this sudden 
upheaval, we managed to communicate with 
and brief online, broadcast and print journalists 
from all four corners of Ireland on major 
policies and activities initiated by the European 
Parliament and our MEPs. 

Journalism students and the EP

On 13 January, a group of 31 journalism 
students from NUI Galway and Dublin City 
University visited the European Parliament in 
Strasbourg. The participants were given a tour of 
the Parliament’s audio-visual facilities, including 
the TV and radio studios. They also attended a 
briefing with Karen Coleman of EuroParlRadio, 
who briefed the students on the work of 
journalists in the European Parliament. The 
students met with ten MEPs from five political 
groups including First Vice-President Mairead 
McGuinness, Sean Kelly, Frances Fitzgerald, 
Maria Walsh, Billy Kelleher, Mick Wallace, 
Clare Daly, Grace O’Sullivan, Louise Porritt 
and Jude Kirton-Darling.

During their visit, the students also completed 
assignments given to them by their respective 
universities. The students produced high quality 
content on the workings of the European 
Parliament and interviewed high profile public 
figures such as former Belgian Prime Minister 
Guy Verhofstadt MEP and prominent Brexiteer 
Nigel Farage.

On 14 December, in place of the annual trip 
which was planned for January 2021, we 
organised a virtual visit of the EP for a group 
of NUI Galway journalism students. Our 
office gave a presentation on what we do, with 
a special emphasis on how and why we interact 
with journalists. Members of the audio-visual 
unit and visitors’ centre contributed to our 
virtual visit by providing a virtual tour of the EP 
and giving an overview what the EP offers to 
journalists reporting on European affairs. To finish 
the session, Maria Walsh MEP gave a 20-minute 
briefing to the students on her work and her 
upcoming priorities.

Students visit

Media
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Europeans Against COVID-19

In March 2020, Europe was not only coming 
to terms with the severity of the COVID-19 
virus but also struggling with a wave of 
misinformation about the virus, which was 
spreading on social media platforms such as 
WhatsApp. This misinformation was making 
it difficult for trusted sources to communicate 
government policy effectively, thus increasing 
citizens’ understandable anxiety about this 
unprecedented crisis. With this in mind, the 
European Parliament developed a campaign 
that would help citizens understand the 
EU’s response to the crisis and help national 
governments communicate the measures they 
were undertaking to stop the spread of the 
deadly and novel coronavirus. 

Our office liaised with our MEPs and facilitated 
several op-eds in major national outlets with 
the aim of communicating clearly agreed EP 
positions and ongoing EP debates, as well as 
helping citizens understand the importance of 
getting information from trusted sources. One 
such Op-Ed was written by First Vice-President 
Mairead McGuinness in the Irish Times and 
was was entitled ‘Parliament has a role in the 
fight against Covid-19’. An op-ed co-written 
by Presidents David Sassoli, Ursula von der 
Leyen and Charles Michel entitled ‘Europe must 
emerge stronger from this crisis’, was also placed 
by our office in Ireland’s leading online news 
outlet, thejournal.ie. The op-ed by the three 
Presidents was also published by the most read 
Irish-language publication tuairisc.ie.

Cheddar TV also interviewed First Vice-
President, Mairead McGuinness on the European 
Parliament’s effort to tackle the economic and 
social cost of the COVID-19 crisis. Based in New 
York, Cheddar TV is a global TV network with 148 
million monthly viewers on platforms such as 
Apple TV, Facebook live, Sling TV and YouTube. 
With its emphasis on financial news it has often 
been described as the CNBC for millennials thus 
allowing the EP to reach an entirely new, young 
and global audience. 

Given the need for real credible news, combined 
with the financial struggle many of our 
popular and trusted regional newspapers are 
experiencing, we decided to support them by 
placing advertisements informing citizens as 
to how they can protect themselves against 
misinformation.The advert appeared in 15 
regional and local newspapers, which were 
carefully selected to maximise readership and to 
ensure regional balance. Short videos produced 
by WebComm were also placed as adverts on 
online news websites such as joe.ie and her.
ie, highlighting among other things the steps 
the European Union was taking to support the 
struggling arts, tourism and transport industries 
who suffered disproportionately from measures 
designed to stop the spread of COVID-19, and 
without which we as a society would be much 
worse off.

Mairead Europeans against COVID 
Cheddar TV
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Europeans Against Covid-19: 
Disinformation Campaign Ad
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Commission hearings and State of the Union

On 16 September, Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen made the annual State 
of the European Union (SOTEU) address to the 
European Parliament in Brussels. We organised 
a press briefing with the participation of Irish 
MEPs and attended by several Irish journalists, 
discussing the priorities the President was going 
to outline in her speech. We also secured a 
live broadcast of the SOTEU address by our 
state broadcaster RTE as well as on Oireachtas 
TV. Furthermore, we circulated a clip of the 
Commission President quoting the words of the 
late civil rights leader, Nobel peace prize winner 

and former MEP John Hume while talking 
about the withdrawal agreement between the 
EU and the UK.  This clip received 25 pieces of 
coverage in all of Ireland’s major news outlets 
(Irish Times, Irish independent, RTE, thejournal.
ie and many more), and was also played on 
Ireland’s leading national morning radio TV show 
‘Morning Ireland’. 

On 7 October, the EP confirmed Mairead 
McGuinness as Ireland’s new Commissioner for 
Financial Services, Financial Stability and Capital 
Markets. Before the hearing, we organised a 
media briefing involving MEPs. This received 
widespread attention in all major national 
and regional news outlets, print, broadcast 
and online. We highlighted the European 
Parliament’s democratic oversight of the 
European Commission. With this in mind, we 
co-operated with Oireachtas TV who broadcast 
the Commission hearing to their viewers. 

 
Virtual pre-plenary briefings

From the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
we have organised virtual press briefings for 
journalists ahead of each of the EP’s plenary 
sittings. The briefing focuses on the main topics 
on the agenda for the European Parliament that 
week. Two to three Irish and non-Irish MEPs and 
four to five journalists who are interested in the 
topics on the agenda attend virtually through 
an online platform. The event lasts for roughly 
45 minutes and is then followed by a 15 minute 
Q+A.

In 2020, MEPs Billy Kelleher, Ciaran Cuffe, Deirdre 
Clune, Sean Kelly, former First Vice President of 
the European parliament Mairead McGuinness, 
Grace O’Sullivan, Barry Andrews, Maria Walsh, 
Frances Fitzgerald, Pedro Marques, Sephanie 
Yon-Courtin, Alex Agius Saliba and First Vice-
President of the European Parliament Roberta 
Metsola have all participated in our press 
briefings.

President Ursula von der Leyen in the 
annual State of the European Union 
(SOTEU)

Virtual Press Briefings Pre-Plenary
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EuroParlRadio

EuroParlRadio, hosted by experienced journalist 
Karen Coleman, produces and distributes radio 
clips on each plenary session to local and 
regional radio stations across Ireland focusing 
on the work of Irish MEPs in the European 
Parliament. 81% of the population listens to 
the radio every day, which is an exceptionally 
high number when compared to our European 
counterparts making it an important outlet for 
the European Parliament and its members. 

The service aims to provide local radio stations, 
who may not have the resources to regularly 
cover the European Parliament themselves, with 
short clips and soundbites of Irish and non-Irish 
MEPs as well as other important stakeholders 
such as the European Ombudsman.

Karen Coleman interviews all Irish MEPs and a 
number of non-Irish MEPs across the political 
spectrum ensuring political and regional 
balance, bearing in mind the relevant topics of 
the week. The clips are picked up by on average 
twenty local radio stations each month including 
LMFM, Shannonside, Northern Sound, South 
East Radio, Galway Bay FM, KCLR FM, Radio Kerry, 
Classic Hits, East Coast FM, Highland FM, Ocean 
FM and many more.

Typically, EuroParlRadio clips provide short 
soundbites under one minute long which can 
be distributed and aired easily across many 
platforms including syndicated radio stations. 

Sakharov Prize

Student Journalism Competition 
Our office also continued to run its competition 
for student journalists covering the Sakharov 
Prize. To enter, the students have to submit an 
article (or broadcast) that had been published 
or broadcast in a student media outlet on the 
theme of the 2020 Sakharov Prize. The winner 
is to be awarded a trip to Strasbourg in 2021 - 
circumstances permitting. This year’s winner of 
the Sakharov student journalism competition 
is Rory Clarke from University College Dublin, 
who wrote an excellent piece on the prize in the 
college’s University Observer.

Excerpt of the piece of the 
competition winner
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Sakharov Prize, Irish Times Ad 

Irish Times Ad 
As part of the Sakharov Prize campaign, our 
office placed an ad in the Irish Times to raise 
awareness on the annual award and the 
continuing support the EP gives to groups and 
individuals standing up for human rights across 
the world. 



EPLO Dublin runs four social media accounts. 

Facebook (currently 14502 followers)

Target audience:  
General public with a focus on >30 year olds 

Tonality:   
Informal where possible, suitable for users of all 
educational backgrounds

Main content:  
- Central messages from Webcomm 
- Showcasing Irish MEPs’ work 
- Ireland specific content
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Twitter (currently 7481 followers)

Target audience:  
Professionals (media, stakeholders, civil servants 
and politicians) and informed members of the 
public

Tonality:  
Short and informative

Main content:  
- Central messages from Webcom 
- Showcasing Irish MEPs’ work 
- Ireland specific content 
- Occasional tweets in Irish

Instagram (currently 2932 followers)

Target audience:  
Young people <30 

Tonality:  
Informal and positive

Main content:  
- Central messages from Webcomm 
- Showcasing Irish MEPs’ work 
- Ireland specific content

32

Instagram Account screenshot
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Twitter EDU (currently 1643 followers)

Target audience:  
Education professionals, particularly teachers 
and headmasters 

Tonality: 
Short and informative, positive and informal 
when supporting schools and students with 
their projects

Main content:  
- Teaching materials 
- Tweets and replies to foster our “educator 
community”, e.g. Congratulations for classes that 
win competitions 
- Showcasing Irish MEPs’ interactions with 
students 
- EU Job opportunities  
- EU youth projects and competitions 

- EU and Irish language initiatives 
- Webcomm content where education specific 
- Occasional tweets in Irish

A Schuman trainee under the supervision of 
the Community Manager traditionally runs 
this account, providing a real life learning 
opportunity.

 
Noteworthy Developments in 2020

Follower growth on Instagram 
Increased by ~13% in period May-October

Follower growth on Twitter 
Increased by ~5% in period May-October
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Follower growth Instagram (left)  
and Twitter (right)



Top Posts and Tweets in 2020
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ENVI Livestream FB (left), 5 March 2020 
Wash your hands tweet with most 
impressions (right), 15 March 2020

European Youth Parliament FB (left), 
22 April 2020, and Pascal from France 
Erasmus FB (right), 12 July 2020

Brexit webinar Post (left) and statistics 
(right), 18 June 2020

Commemoration of John Hume (left 
& right), 5 August 2020

Women Online Webinar: Thank you 
Tweet (left) and statistics 32000 
(right), 2 October 2020
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Nobel Prize World Food Programme 
Tweet (left) and statistics (right),  
9 October 2020

Halloween IG (left), 31 October 2020 
Paris EU capitals journey IG (right),  
8 November 2020

Rights when buying online,  
26 December 2020



Top Content Highlighting MEPs’ Work
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Barry Andrews on Europe Day (left), 
8 May 2020 
Frances Fitzgerald on Europe Day 
(right), 8 May 2020

Welcome Chris MacManus (left),  
9 March 2020 
MEPs working remotely (right),  
27 March 2020



Brexit webinar McAllistar with 
statistics (right), 22 June 2020, and 
Grace Sullivan on Europe Day (left),  
8 May 2020

Chris MacManus question at Mairead 
McGuiness hearing and opening 
remarks Mairead McGuiness (right),  
2 October 2020
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Billy Kelleher question at Mairead 
McGuiness hearing (left) Mick 
Wallace question at Mairead 
McGuiness hearing (right),  
2 October 2020

Frances Fitzgerald question at 
Mairead McGuiness hearing (left),  
2 October 2020 
Chris MacManus reaction to Mairead 
McGuiness hearing (right),  
3 October 2020

Billy Kelleher (left) and Maria 
Walsh (right) reactions to Mairead 
McGuiness hearing, 3 October 2020
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Luke  ‘Ming’  Flanagan first remote 
plenary speech (left), 20 October 2020 
Clare Daly on EU Fundamental Rights 
Report (right), 25 November 2020

Welcome Colm Markey,  
23 November 2020



Top Content on Cooperation with other Organisations and MEPs

Celtic Interconnector Webinar (left), 
29 June 2020 
Disinformation Webinar (right),  
3 July 2020

Webinar Being Young during Covid 
(left), 9 October 2020 
Women Online webinar with 
statistics (right), 2 October 2020

Webinar Putting Care at the Heart of 
Europe (right), 3 December 2020

Webinar EU and Education & 
Exchange (left), 10 December 2020 
EU career event (right),  
22 October 2020
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Top Content Produced by EPLO Dublin 

Dublin Pride (left), 28 June 2020 
European Day of Languages (right),  
26 September 2020

Merry Christmas from the EPLO 
Ireland team in six languages (left), 
25 December 2020 
Pets that were on our side in 2020 
(right), 29 December 2020

Team EPLO wishes for Ireland for 
2021, 31 December 2020



Strategy

Our content promotes a mixture of the central 
editorial priorities, the work and activities of Irish 
MEPs and our own initiatives and activities. We 
run paid promotions for high priority items, but 
the majority of our posts strive for organic reach. 
Our main strategic objective is to reach people 
that cannot be reached via traditional media 
and events. We continuously strive to grow our 
follower base. Our posts and tweets aim to be as 
accessible as possible in style and language. 

Social Media Data Overview
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2020 
Month

Total Followers Total impressions

Facebook Twitter & Twitter Edu Instagram Facebook Twitter & Twitter Edu

January 12900 6900 2400 66100 137000

February 13082 7000 2400 63300 104000

March 12966 7100 2400 107900 167400

April 13486 7104 2470 120695 108000

May 13223 8611 2481 60279 179400

June 12997 8781 2552 46224 171900

July 13236 8823 2669 51303 127682

August 13239 8843 2677 57498 55303

September 13269 8949 2749 50600 351660

October 13301 9018 2796 39715 273823

November 13918 9115 2851 43563 469760

December 14502 9124 2932 427128 265981



European Parliament Ambassador School Programme (EPAS)

The European Parliament Ambassador School 
(EPAS) Programme is a European Parliament 
initiative to raise awareness of European 
parliamentary democracy and European 
citizenship among students and to create an 
increasing network of schools, teachers and 
students that are engaged with the European 
Parliament and its Members.  In Ireland, this 
programme is particularly suited to Transition 
Year students. 

In order to achieve Ambassador School status, 
the students must complete a certain number 
of criteria together with their teacher, including 
complete the student workbook, organise a 
Europe day event, and set up an EU information 
point in their school or online.  They also take 
part in other related activities such as meeting 
their MEPs, attending EPLO webinars, entering 
competitions, etc.

EPAS - Year 5 (September 2019-June 2020) 
In year five of the programme, 72 schools from 
across Ireland registered in the Ambassador 
School Programme for the academic year 
2019-2020.

Unfortunately, the Covid19 pandemic resulted 
in major disruption to the programme and all 
schools closed at short notice in mid-March 
2020 at the height of EPAS activity. Teachers and 
students had to adapt to an online learning and 
teaching environment. The EPLO also adapted 
and was able to continue to support Senior 
and Junior Ambassadors remotely ensuring 
continuity of the programme and retaining 
contacts with the schools. 

One such initiative was the organisation of 
five virtual meet-ups with MEPs according to 
constituency. MEPs Mairead McGuiness; First 
Vice-President of the European Parliament, Barry 
Andrews, Deirdre Clune, Billy Kelleher and Seán 
Kelly participated in 40-minute video calls with 
EPAS students in their constituencies. Students 
actively engaged in the meetings either by 
submitting their questions in advance of the 
meeting or posting them live during the event. 
A number of Junior Ambassadors also had the 
opportunity to ask their question ‘live’ to the 
MEPs. The topics covered over the course of the 
five calls included climate action, the European 
Green Deal, the financial impact of coronavirus 
on the EU, the EU’s budget, gender in politics, 
Brexit and the role of MEPs. All five meetings 
were warmly appreciated by both teachers and 
students and as a result, the EPLO will continue 
to host these types of webinars in 2021.

“Brilliant work ladies, the EPAS scheme and all that 
has been happening is by far the most stimulating 
and rewarding part of my job this year. Keep going, 
thanks for all you do, and please let’s have another 
meeting soon for the students?” 
Senior Ambassador, Portumna Community 
School, Co. Galway

Virtual Meet ups with MEPs EPAS Year 5  
(Sep 2019-June 2020) 
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Date Constitutency MEP

Tuesday 5 May SOUTH Seán Kelly

Tuesday 5 May SOUTH Billy Kelleher

Friday 8 May MNW Mairead McGuinness

Friday 8 May DUBLIN Barry Andrews

Friday 8 May SOUTH Deirdre Clune 



Certificates were distributed by post to all 
successful students on their return to school in 
September, along with an EPAS plaque for those 
schools new to the programme.

EPAS Year 6 (September 2020-June 2021)  
With schools returning after an enforced break 
and the extraordinarily difficult extra measures 
which they had to take on board, the EPLO 
was delighted to see that there was still a lot 
of enthusiasm for the EPAS programme and 65 
schools from 22 counties registered in the 2020-
2021 EPAS programme, equating to approx. 
3,500 students. Eleven schools are new to the 
programme.

On registration, all schools were provided with a 
welcome pack comprising student workbooks, 
teacher manual, MEP brochures, MEP posters, 
EU maps and pencils etc. With an increased 
focus on digital learning, the EPLO also provided 
schools with a fill-in version of the workbook to 
allow students to complete their work online. 
EU/IRL pins and specially designed badges 
for those students designated as EPAS Junior 
Ambassadors were also made available to all 
schools.

The feedback from teachers about the resource 
packs (and to the badges in particular) was very 
positive!

“I love the badges. Students will like them too.” - 
Senior Ambassador, St Columba’s Stranorlar, Co. 
Donegal

“These badges look amazing and the students will 
be delighted to receive them” - Senior Ambassador, 
St. Leo’s College, Carlow.

As an extra resource, teachers were alerted to 
the EPAS page on the EPLO website which gives 
a clear outline of the programme, as well as 
providing useful links to learning resources.  It 
also contains an up-to-date map of all schools 
registered in the programme making it easier for 
teachers in corresponding schools in Ireland to 
engage with each other.

Before the pandemic hit, an Ambassador School 
Programme Seminar for teachers took place 
in Brussels on 2-3 February 2020, giving EPAS 
teachers from the EU a first-hand experience 
of the European Parliament. Teachers from the 
following Irish schools attended:  
- Dunshaughlin Community College, Co. Meath 
- Portumna Community College, Co. Galway 
- Presentation College, Headford, Co. Galway

“It was the most amazing experience and I have 
gained so many contacts and made great friends 
through it.” - Senior Ambassador, Dunshaughlin 
Community College, Co. Meath

Youth Activities Tweet: Award to 
Summerhill CS, 30 November 2020
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Retweet KH European Studies EPAS 
badges

Teacher Training Brussels, February 
2020

http://EPAS page


Regular communication with teachers is 
essential to the programme and during 2020, 
teachers were kept up to date on various 
youth activities in the Parliament, such as 
the EYE online, Charlemagne Youth Prize and 
Multilingualism Day. Senior Ambassadors were 
also consulted on two surveys which Parliament 
carried out with the aim of improving its offer for 
young people - ‘The European Parliament and 
educators’ and ‘Communicating the European 
Parliament’s youth offer’.

The EPLO organised two webinars which were 
of particular interest to young people, Being 
Young in the Covid-19 Pandemic and The role 
of the EU in Education and Exchange (see 
Chapter Activities for Citizens, Stakeholders 
and Multipliers). All EPAS schools were invited to 
attend and several schools took up the offer.

The EPLO carried out a public procurement 
procedure for the award of a public contract to 
assist in the delivery of the EPAS programme in 
Ireland. This four-year contract was awarded to 
The Wheel.

 
Euroscola

Euroscola offers an immersive experience 
in the Chamber of the European Parliament 
in Strasbourg, allowing secondary school 
students to learn about European integration 
by experiencing it first-hand by becoming 
MEPs for one day. They take the floor in plenary 
and committee sessions to debate and vote 
on resolutions on current affairs, all the while 
practising their language skills and making 
friends with fellow students from across Europe. 
Teachers also have the opportunity to meet their 
colleagues and exchange feedback about their 
own classroom practices and experience.  

The EPLO in Ireland sends between ten and 
twelve school groups to Euroscola each year.  
Six of these groups are recruited through our 
annual Euroscola video competition for schools, 
whereby a winner and a runner-up from each 
constituency is selected to represent Ireland at 
Euroscola. Other groups are selected through 
competitions with partner organisations such 
as Gaisce, Rotary Ireland, Graduate.ie thus 
increasing awareness about Euroscola and 
the European Parliament among as wide a 
demographic of young people as possible.

In 2020, five groups from Ireland attended 
Euroscola in Strasbourg before all Euroscola 
sessions had to be cancelled. An online version 
of Euroscola was set up at the end of the year 
which gave the chance for a further three Irish 
schools to participate (See Annex III )

Note: Unfortunately with the cancellation of 
live Euroscola sessions, the EPLO was obliged 
to cancel its plans to hold its annual Euroscola 
video competition which is normally launched 
in September. 

www.europarl.ie/euroscola

St Josephs Rush at Euroscola,  
14 February 2020
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Sean Kelly MEP Visits Killorglin TW, 
January 2020

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ireland/en/about-us/webinar-being-young-in-the-covid-19-pandemic-23-october-2020
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ireland/en/about-us/webinar-being-young-in-the-covid-19-pandemic-23-october-2020
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ireland/en/about-us/webinar-the-role-of-the-eu-in-education-and-exchange-10-december-2020
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ireland/en/about-us/webinar-the-role-of-the-eu-in-education-and-exchange-10-december-2020
https://www.europarl.ie/euroscola


Information Visits to Europe House in Dublin

Throughout the year the EPLO hosts school 
visits upon request. Students find out about the 
work of the European Parliament and our Irish 
MEPs, how decisions are made at EU level, and 
about Ireland’s membership of the EU. Students 
view a DVD and take part in an interactive quiz.  
Each visit is tailored to the age group of visiting 
students. Before the pandemic hit, the EPLO was 
delighted to welcome two groups to Europe 
House, one of which Rotary Ireland, was visiting 
for a pre-Euroscola briefing by the Head of Office 
‘en route’ to Strasbourg! 

 
Blue Star Programme

The Blue Star Programme teaches primary school 
pupils about European cultures and the EU 
through creative activities and projects which 
complement the national primary curriculum.  It 
is carried out by European Movement Ireland and 
supported by the Office of the Minister of State 
for European Affairs, the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, the Department of Education 
and Skills and the European Commission and 
European Parliament Offices in Ireland.

235 primary schools registered for the 2020-2021 
Blue Star Programme, including 109 schools new 
to the programme, 16 Gaelscoileanna and 47 DEIS 
schools. 

A workshop for teachers participating in the 
2019-2020 Blue Star Programme was hosted by 
the EPLO with European Movement Ireland on 
Saturday, 25 January 2020 in Cork. 17 teachers 
attended the workshop which was attended 

by MEP Billy Kelleher. The teachers were also 
addressed by Mairead McGuinness, Vice President 
of the European Parliament via video message. 

An online workshop for teachers in the 2020-
2021 Blue Star Programme was organised by 
European Movement Ireland on 26 November 
2020. The workshop was attended by over 40 
teachers who were also addressed by MEP Maria 
Walsh and the Head of the EPLO. 

The ‘Handshake for Europe’ is a traditional Blue 
Star Programme event on Europe Day, with 
teachers and students across Ireland shaking 
hands in recognition of solidarity among 
Europeans. This year, keeping in line with social 
distancing measures, the event went online and 
the EPLO staff was delighted to participate in what 
became an ‘Air Handshake for Europe’.

www.bluestarprogramme.ie/
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Rotary Ireland, 4 February 2020

Summerhill College Sligo,  
11 February 2020

BSP Teacher Training Tweet (left), 
26 November 2020, and BSP EPLO 
Virtual Handshake EuropeDay (right)

http://www.bluestarprogramme.ie/
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Other youth activities

9-11 January 2020 
BT Young Scientist & Technology Exhibition 
The EPLO once again took part in the BT Young 
Scientist and Technology Exhibition in Dublin 
which is one of the largest of its kind in Europe. 
Together with our colleagues in the European 
Commission Representation in Ireland, we jointly 
hosted an exhibition stand providing general 
information about the European Union and in 
particular about the newly-elected European 
Parliament and its MEPs. With a chance for 
visitors to test their knowledge about the EU 
through interactive games, the EU stand was 
kept busy during the 3 days of the event which 
was visited by around 50,000 people!

BTYS, January 2020

BTYS, January 2020



25 January 2020 
The European Youth Parliament of Ireland held 
its Leinster Regional Session on 26 January 2020, 
with approx. 100 secondary school students and 
30 university students in attendance. The session 
was addressed by the Head of the EPLO. 

EYP Leinster Tweet, 25 January

27 February 2020 
Model European Council, Dublin Castle 
A ‘Model EU Council’ debate took place at 
Dublin Castle on 27 February 2020, organised 
by the European Commission Representation 
in Ireland and supported by the EPLO.  The 
theme of the 2020 debate was climate change 
and the European Green Deal.  Transition year 
students (fifth and sixth class) from 27 schools 
participated, 15 of which were schools taking 
part in the European Parliament Ambassador 
School (EPAS) programme. Each school 
represented one of the 27 EU Member States.

EPAS school, St Mary’s College from Naas, 
representing Germany, took first prize of a trip to 
Euroscola in Strasbourg. The debate was chaired 
by MEP Barry Andrews with MEP Ciaran Cuffe 
presenting the Euroscola prize on behalf of the 
European Parliament. 

“I’m extremely impressed by the effort made 
by all students and teachers to research and 
prepare the position of the country they were 
representing. During the passionate debate, the 
students discussed how to solve the climate crisis 
by becoming more conscious of the environment in 
areas ranging from transport to taxation, from food 
to farming, and from industry to infrastructure”. - 
Barry Andrews, MEP

“Euroscola is such an important programme in 
engaging young people to find out more about the 
work of the European Parliament. We can feel very 
detached from the decision-making processes that 
take place in our European Institutions, decisions 
that can have a real impact on our lives here in 
Ireland. At a time when Brexit and other factors can 
make it seem like the future of the European project 
is under threat, it is very reassuring as an MEP to 
know that there are so many talented young people 
taking an interest in the EU and its structures. I look 
forward to welcoming today’s prize winners to 
Strasbourg later this year.” - Ciaran Cuffe, MEP

Back to school

The EU Back to School programme sees 
European officials returning to their old school or 
college to meet with students and discuss how 
the EU affects our day-to-day lives. By visiting 
their old schools, the officials give a human ‘face 
to EU institutions’ and also take the opportunity 
to speak about EU careers. 

The EPLO was pleased to support two such visits 
this year:

• 5 February 2020: Dublin City University, Dublin 
• 26 February 2020: Coláiste an Phiarsaigh, 

Glanmire, Co. Cork
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Model Council Winners St Mary’s 
College, Naas, 27 February 2020



Bridge the Pond initiative

The EPLO was delighted to support a new 
initiative by the Washington DC EPLO The Bridge 
the Pond initiative seeks to promote dialogue 
and an exchange of views among students on 
both sides of the Atlantic on important topics 
faced by young people. The US-Ireland edition 
will see a high school from Virginia in the United 
States link up with a secondary school in Dublin.   

The project will start with a kick-off event at 
the end of January, followed by a series of joint 
meetings where students will work together on 
selected topics. A final event will take place in 
early spring where the students will get to share 
their experience and present their ideas to each 
other and to MEPs and State representatives.    
We are very much looking forward to this 
exciting project! 

Bridge the Pond Tweet
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Bridge the Pond Meeting,  
16 December 2020
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Annex I - Ambassador Schools Academic Year 2019-2020

DUBLIN (7) 
Ardscoil Ris, Griffith Avenue, Dublin 9
John Scottus Secondary School, Rathmichael, Co. Dublin
Manor House School, Raheny, Dublin 5
Portmarnock Community School, Co. Dublin
St. Joseph’s Secondary School, Rush, Co. Dublin
St. Mary’s Holy Faith College Glasnevin, Dublin 11
The King’s Hospital School, Palmerstown, Dublin 20

SOUTH (15) 
Dungarvan CBS, Co. Waterford
Christ King Secondary School, Cork
Coláiste Chiaráin, Croom, Co. Limerick 
Colaiste Eoin, Hacketstown, Co. Carlow
Coláiste Nano Nagle, Limerick
De la Salle College, Waterford
Hamilton High School, Bandon, Co. Cork
Killorglin Community College, Co. Kerry
Loreto Secondary School, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary
Loreto Secondary School, Fermoy, Co. Cork
Mercy Mounthawk, Tralee, Co. Kerry
St Augustine’s College, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford
St. Leo’s College, Carlow
St. Mary’s College, Arklow
St Patrick’s Comprehensive School, Shannon, Co. Clare
 
MIDLANDS NORTH WEST (18)    
Ballymahon Vocational School, Co. Longford
Banagher College 
Coláiste Chairáin, Leixlip, Co. Kildare
Cross and Passion College, Kilcullen, Co. Kildare
Dunshaughlin Community College, Co. Meath 
Loreto College Cavan, Co. Cavan
Maynooth Community College, Co. Kildare
Maynooth Post Primary School, Co. Kildare
Oaklands Community College, Edenderry, Co. Offaly
Our Lady’s College Galway
Portumna Community School, Co. Galway
Presentation College, Headford, Co. Galway
Rathoath College, Co. Meath
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St. Columba’s College, Stranolar, Co. Donegal
St Farnan’s Post Primary School, Prosperous, Co. Kildare
St. Mary’s College Naas, Co. Kildare
St. Oliver’s Community College Drogheda, Co. Louth
Summerhill College Sligo

Total: 40 certified schools (2019-2020 academic year)

Annex II - Ambassador Schools Academic Year 2020 - 2021

DUBLIN (15)
Adamstown Community College Co. Dublin
Ardscoil Rís, Dublin 9
Ballinteer Community School, Dublin 16  
Caritas College, Ballyfermot, Dublin 10
John Scottus Secondary School, Rathmichael, Co. Dublin 
Kingswood CC Tallaght, Dublin 24
Manor House School, Raheny, Dublin 5
Our Lady of Mercy College, Beaumont, Dublin 9 
Our Lady of Mercy Secondary School, Drimnagh, Dublin 12
Portmarnock Community School, Co. Dublin
Sancta Maria College Ballyroan, Dublin 16
St. Joseph’s Secondary School, Rush, Co. Dublin
St. Mary’s Holy Faith Secondary School, Glasnevin, Dublin 11
Stepaside Educate Together SS, Co. Dublin 
The King’s Hospital School, Palmerstown, Dublin 20

SOUTH (26)
Blackwater Community School, Lismore, Co. Waterford
CBS Carrick on Suir, Co. Tipperary
Christ King Secondary School, Cork 
Colaiste an Chroi Naofa, Carrignavar, Co. Cork
Coláiste Chiaráin, Croom, Co. Limerick 
Coláiste Chill Mhantáin, Burkeen, Co. Wicklow
Coláiste Eoin, Hacketstown, Co. Carlow
Coláiste Nano Nagle, Limerick
Coláiste na  Sceilge, Cahersiveen, Co. Kerry
Davis College, Mallow, Co. Cork
De la Salle College, Newtown, Waterford
Dungarvan CBS, Co. Waterford
Hamilton High School, Bandon, Co. Cork
Killorglin Community College, Co. Kerry
Loreto Secondary School, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary
Loreto Secondary School, Fermoy, Co. Cork
Mercy Mounthawk Secondary School, Tralee, Co. Kerry
Oaklands Community College, Edenderry, Co. Offaly
St. Augustine’s College, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford
St. Caimin’s Community School, Shannon, Co. Clare
St. Colman’s Community College, Midleton, Co. Cork
St. Joseph’s College, Borrisoleigh, Tipperary
St. Kevin’s Community College, Dunlavin, Co. Wicklow
St. Leo’s College, Carlow
St. Mary’s College, Arklow, Co. Wicklow
St. Patrick’s Comprehensive School, Shannon, Co. Clare

MIDLANDS NORTH WEST (24) 
Ballinrobe Community School, Co. Mayo
Ballymahon Vocational School, Co. Longford
Banagher College, Co. Offaly
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Carrigallen Vocational School, Co. Leitrim
Coláiste Chiaráin, Leixlip, Co. Kildare 
Coláiste na hInse, Bettystown, Co. Meath
Cross and Passion College, Kilcullen, Co. Kildare
Drumshanbo Vocational School, Co. Leitrim
Dunamase College/Coláiste Dhún Másc, Portlaoise, Co. Laois
Dunshaughlin Community College, Co. Meath
Loreto College Cavan
Maynooth Community College, Co. Kildare
Maynooth Post Primary School, Co. Kildare 
Our Lady’s College Galway
Patrician High School, Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan
Portumna Community School, Co. Galway
Presentation College, Headford, Co. Galway
Ratoath College, Co. Meath
St. Columba’s College, Stranorlar, Co. Donegal
St. Farnan’s Post Primary School, Prosperous, Co. Kildare
St. Mary’s College, Naas, Co. Kildare 
St. Oliver’s Community College, Drogheda, Co. Louth
St. Patrick’s Classical School, Navan, Co. Meath
Summerhill College, Knocknaganny, Co. Sligo

Total:  65 registered schools

Annex III: Schools representing Ireland at  Euroscola 2020

January 23 Killorglin Community College, Co. Kerry 
 Winners of Gaisce Euroscola Competition

January 30 Graduate.ie group
 Citizen Democracy Programme

February 6 Rotary Ireland
 Leadership Development Competition

February 27 Michael Sweetman Trust
 Education and Training Boards Ireland

March  Suspension of all Euroscola sessions in Strasbourg

December 14 Euroscola Online
 St Augustine’s College, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford  
 Christ King Girls’ Secondary School, Cork 
 Summerhill College, Knocknaganny, Co. Sligo
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Annex IV - Gender balance in our activities

In line with the policies of the European Parliament’s Directorate General for Communication, the 
EPLO in Dublin makes strenuous efforts to achieve gender balance on all our panels. As part of this 
effort, we naturally track how we are doing:

MEP panellists in 2020

female 
25 (60 %)

male
17 (40 %)

female 
40 (49.5 %)

male
41 (50.5 %)

Non-MEP panellists in 2020
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Annex V - Our team 

James Temple-Smithson 
Head of Office

Thomas Kramer 
Community Manager

Fionnuala Croker 
Head of Media

Jack Moloney 
Press Officer

Nathalie De Hertog 
Public Relations Officer

Grace Egan 
Communications Assistant

Anne McEvoy-Smyth 
Communications Assistant

Margaret François 
Communications Assistant

Interns during 2020

Emily Kearney

Jenna Clarke-Molloy

Benita Hickson

Michael Kealy

Elizabeth Hearst

Jack Follis 
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Annex VI:  Mission Statement of the European Parliament Liaison Offices

The European Parliament has Liaison Offices (EPLOs) in the 27 EU capitals, as well as antennae in a 
regionally relevant city in the six most populous Member States. These Liaison Offices are a core part 
of the Directorate General for Communication and work towards the same operational objectives. 
They are thus responsible for the decentralised implementation of the European Parliament’s 
institutional communication efforts. More specifically, the Offices manage contacts with national, 
regional and local media, engage with citizens and stakeholders through offline and online activities, 
and offer a communication platform for MEPs in the Member States. 

All communication activities of the EP Offices are implemented following a coordinated, consistent, 
objective-oriented and audience-driven approach, and aim to build and activate networks of 
multipliers. In pursuing this mission, all appropriate channels of communication are used, be they 
online (including social media) or offline (including events) and through a combination of own, paid 
and earned media. For the approach to be effective, the staff shall take ownership for disseminating 
the European Parliament’s institutional position on the specific topic they are communicating on. 
Furthermore, the EPLOs shall be active in the regions and not only in the capital.

The EP Liaison Offices carry out their work in close cooperation and with the support of DG COMM 
central services in Brussels, as well as with the support of the EP Research Service when needed. The 
work of the Liaison Offices is centred upon three key strategic dimensions: citizen engagement, media 
engagement and strategic engagement with stakeholders. 

I. Engaging with citizens

The European Parliament Liaison Offices are the European Parliament’s contact point for citizens in the 
Member States. Their mission is to engage with the local population and increase awareness about 
what the European Parliament is, what it does and what it stands for. In so doing, their ultimate goal is 
to convince citizens to engage in the European democratic process. They do this by:

• Building, growing and animating a network of interested citizens, who are continuously informed 
about the European Parliament in a targeted way and engaged to participate in the European 
democratic process;

• Running various specific goal-orientated communication campaigns developed and run in close 
cooperation with the central services;

• Raising awareness and promoting debate about European parliamentary democracy, with specific 
emphasis on the youth target group;

• Communicating about the role of the European Parliament and its Members via conventional “info 
points” and more and more “Europa Experience” spaces (where possible);

• Replying to requests for information about the European Parliament, its’ Members, the EP’s powers, 
its decisions, policies, politics and values. 

II. Engaging with media

Media are key opinion multipliers. Media coverage remains the main channel for reaching out to 
citizens with information on what the EP is, what it does and what it stands for on a mass scale and 
with high potential to influence public opinion. Where media relations are concerned, the mission of 
EPLOs is to ensure they proactively bring the news, debates and decisions of Brussels to the national, 
regional, local and specialised media, linking the centre of the EU with the periphery and ensuring 
that coverage of the European Parliament is accurate. They do so by:

• Building strong relationships with journalists (audio-visual, digital and print, with a particular 
emphasis on senior editorial staff ) through continuous networking and by making them aware of  
the impact and newsworthiness of European issues;

• Organising topical seminars for journalists in Brussels and Strasbourg, and inviting journalists to 
cover plenary activities. This includes building synergies with the audio-visual unit to promote the 
use of existing resources in terms of TV and radio studios, camera crews, etc.; 
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• Creating media opportunities for MEPs in national, regional, local and specialised media;

• Having the Heads of Liaison Office speak on behalf of the European Parliament in the Member States;

• Monitoring inaccuracies and fake news about the European Parliament and correcting false 
information with factual rebuttals, in line with the EP strategy on fake news;

• Analysing media coverage of the European Parliament as a means to improve their services to the 
media and the impact of their work in the field. 

III. Strategic engagement with stakeholders & multipliers

The European Parliament’s stakeholders include all entities that are concerned by the work, decision 
or role of the European Parliament. These include national, regional and local authorities, civil society 
groups, networks, associations, teachers, schools, universities, think tanks, companies, lobbies and 
sectorial organisations, entities that have received EP patronage, EU bodies, etc. A core aspect of the 
EPLOs mission is to develop and nurture relationships with strategic stakeholders. The goal is twofold: 
first, to engage in dialogue with them and ensure they are aware of the European Parliament’s 
decisions that affect them. And second, to activate their multiplier potential in order to spread the 
European Parliament’s message to a wider network of audiences, this being particularly important in 
the pre-election period. They realise this mission by:

• Acting as a hub for debate on European legislation and as a focal point for various civil society 
organisations on national, regional and local level;

• Ensuring stakeholders receive targeted information about areas of specific concern to them; helping 
them engage their networks to raise awareness of the European Parliament’s role in the field;

• Providing a platform for news-worthy debates by MEPs and promoting the legislative work of 
Members to the right audiences;

• Engaging with national, regional and local authorities in the Member States, in particular with 
national and regional parliaments in order to further specific causes of the European Parliament. 

IV. Other Tasks

• EPLOs provide support to visits by Members of the European Parliament who fulfil an institutional 
role, e.g. Members of the Bureau, the Conference of Presidents, the Conference of Committee 
Chairmen, the Conference of Delegation Chairmen and rapporteurs. 

• EPLOs provide support to visits of official Parliamentary delegations with a view to facilitate contacts 
with relevant stakeholders, on national/regional level, including media;

• EPLOs monitor and report on political developments in the Member States which have a bearing on 
the work of the Institution. They monitor and report in liaison with the Public Opinion Monitoring 
Unit on trends in public opinion and public attitudes to the European Parliament.

• EPLOs cooperate with the Commission Representations, while respecting their respective spheres 
of competence and assuring a high profile for the European Parliament in all joint communication 
activities. In the “Europe Houses” (premises shared by the European Parliament Communication 
Offices and the Commission Representations) both institutions should run, wherever possible, joint 
contact points or visitors facilities (“small scale visitors’ centres”, e.g. Experience Europe). 

• EPLOs cooperate with the Europe Direct Information Centres (EDICs), in particular in their 
communication activities in the regions. They shall ensure that MEPs are involved as much as 
possible in the joint communication activities organised.

• EP Liaison Offices inform the MEPs in their Member State about their annual work programme. They 
also inform and liaise regularly throughout the year with Members with regard to their activities. At 
the end of the year, they shall submit a report on the annual work programme to DG COMM and 
Members in their respective countries.







European Parliament Liaison Office in Ireland 

Europe House
12-14 Lower Mount Street
Dublin D02 W710
Tel. +353 (0)1 6057900

Website: www.europarl.ie
Facebook: @EPinIreland
Twitter: @EPinIreland and @EPIreland_Edu
Instagram: @ep_ireland

https://europarl.europa.eu/ireland
https://www.facebook.com/EPinIreland/
https://twitter.com/EPinIreland
https://www.instagram.com/ep_ireland/

